FREEDOM'S BATTLE

and its armour-plating to give adequate protection against
enemy fire.

Neither the German tank P.Z.K.i, weighing about six tons,
nor the Italian tank Fiat-Ansaldo 1933, weighing only 3.3 tons,
fulfils these conditions. The first forms part of the German
armoured divisions (Panzer Divisionen), which were represented
as irresistible; with the second the Italians were able to subdue
the unarmed population of Ethiopia.

Admittedly both types of tank are capable-of a very high speed.
It was proved, however, that on the battlefield this speed is
practically valueless. A high speed potential can undoubtedly be
very useful in accelerating the concentration of tank formations
and in launching them rapidly against one sector or another, but
in actual operations they are doomed to certain failure.

Spanish experience shows that the ideal type of tank is that o*
nine to ten tons. Its transport by rail or in specially-constructed
lorries does not entail any great difficulties, concentrations, are
easy to mask, its construction is simple, and it can be easily
replaced in case of loss. In certain circumstances a 75 mm. shell
is sufficient to destroy a tank of twenty tons, while at least two
such shells are necessary to destroy two tanks often tons.

In the Battle of Guadalajara of March 1937 the rebel tanks
were an utter failure. Here these German and Italian pseudo
war-chariots and the illusory "light but very rapid tanks'* met
their fete.

The situation was as follows: After the rebels had lost the
Battle of Madrid, the Republican front was stabilized in the
south, south-east and east-by-south of the capital, and since there
was no longer any prospect of their advancing in those sectors,
even with the assistance of unlimited material, they tried to force
their way through on the north-east. The blow had to be struck
rapidly, and surprise tactics employed.

With this object in view the rebels assembled all their available
tanks and motorized formations. On a relatively narrow front
they concentrated 280-300 light tanks and three Italian motorized
divisions, with four or five supporting divisions of infantry. The
enemy attack was carried out with extraordinary violence. After
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